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DIGITALEUROPE welcomes ITRE’s vote on the European 
Electronic Communications Code 

Brussels, 03 October 2017 

 

BRUSSELS (03 October 2017) - DIGITALEUROPE welcomes last evening vote in the European Parliament’s Industry, 

Research and Energy Committee (ITRE) on the European Electronic Communications Code (EECC). This legislation 
will be the cornerstone of a Gigabit Society and 5G-ready Europe. It will strengthen infrastructure-based 
competition and investment; secure a harmonized approach to spectrum; and foster innovation in electronic 
communication services. 

“Europe desperately needs high-quality, reliable and ubiquitous connectivity now” said Cecilia Bonefeld-Dahl, 
Director-General of DIGITALEUROPE. “Over 85% of Europeans use the internet every day, and mobile data grew 
by over 52% in Europe in 2016. In addition, companies of all sizes and from all sectors are getting digitized and 
wide-scale IoT networks are transforming entire sectors of the economy, such as agriculture, energy, transport 
and industry”, she stressed. 

DIGITALEUROPE is therefore concerned to see the Parliament’s weakening of the co-investment provision. While 
we appreciate the provision as such is maintained, making it optional, risks making it ineffective in practice - 
thereby preserving a status quo where connectivity and network deployment in Europe remains fragmented.  

DIGITALEUROPE on the other hand strongly welcomes that the Parliament has taken several steps forward 
regarding spectrum management, and has recognized and reinforced these important elements in the EECC. We 
welcome the EP support for 25-year license durations and a transparent review process. We also welcome a 
mandatory peer exchange of views between the relevant national spectrum agencies to ensure a more 
harmonised and transparent licensing framework. 

Connectivity, 5G and digitalisation of society and businesses urgently requires transparency and certainty 
regarding spectrum availability. License durations must be long enough to guarantee investment and technology 
deployment. It is also necessary to move toward transparent licensing processes and predictable renewal 
conditions, as well as more coordination between Members States on spectrum release.  

We also welcome the changes to the services regulation, strengthening the full harmonisation principle and 
introducing a main establishment approach for general authorisations for cross-border services. This is crucial if 
we want an innovation-friendly EECC that fosters pan-European digital services. Finally, we support the changes 
to the consumer protection rules making sure they only apply where necessary and that the provisions are 
effectively framed to consumer contracts only. We strongly urge Member States to follow the European 
Parliament lead in implementing this consistent B2C and B2B distinction.  

DIGITALEUROPE calls for all the above-mentioned positive elements to be taken forward in the upcoming trilogue 
negotiations. More coordination is desperately needed to ensure that Europe is ready to take a leading role in 
the digital society. 

For more information please contact: Lionel Sola, Director of Communications and Political Outreach, +32 492 25 84 32 or lionel.sola@digitaleurope.org 
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ABOUT DIGITALEUROPE  

DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include some of the world's largest IT, 
telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE wants 
European businesses and citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and sustain the 
world's best digital technology companies. DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in the development and 
implementation of EU policies. 

DIGITALEUROPE’s members include in total 25,000 ICT Companies in Europe represented by 61 corporate members and 37 
national trade associations from across Europe. Our website provides further information on our recent news and activities: 
http://www.digitaleurope.org   

 

DIGITALEUROPE MEMBERSHIP 

Corporate Members  

Adobe, Airbus, Amazon, AMD, Apple, BlackBerry, Bose, Brother, CA Technologies, Canon, Cisco, Dell, Dropbox, Epson, 
Ericsson, Fujitsu, Google, Hewlett Packard Enterprise, Hitachi, HP Inc., Huawei, IBM, Intel, JVC Kenwood Group, Konica 
Minolta, Kyocera, Lenovo, Lexmark, LG Electronics, Loewe, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Motorola Solutions,  
MSD Europe Inc., NEC, Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, Oki, Oracle, Panasonic Europe, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe PLC, 
Samsung, SAP, SAS, Schneider Electric, Sharp Electronics, Siemens, Sony, Swatch Group, Tata Consultancy Services, 
Technicolor, Texas Instruments, Toshiba, TP Vision, VMware, Western Digital, Xerox, Zebra Technologies. 

National Trade Associations  

Austria: IOÖ 
Belarus: INFOPARK 
Belgium: AGORIA 
Bulgaria: BAIT 
Cyprus: CITEA 
Denmark: DI Digital, IT-BRANCHEN 
Estonia: ITL 
Finland: TIF 
France: AFNUM, Force Numérique, 
Tech in France  

Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI 
Greece: SEPE 
Hungary: IVSZ 
Ireland: TECHNOLOGY IRELAND 
Italy: ANITEC 
Lithuania: INFOBALT 
Netherlands: Nederland ICT, FIAR  
Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE 
Portugal: AGEFE 
Romania: ANIS, APDETIC 

Slovakia: ITAS 
Slovenia: GZS 
Spain: AMETIC 
Sweden: Foreningen 
Teknikföretagen i Sverige, 
IT&Telekomföretagen 
Switzerland: SWICO 
Turkey: Digital Turkey Platform, ECID 
Ukraine: IT UKRAINE 
United Kingdom: techUK   
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